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THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON 
PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT 
DAYTON, OHIO 45409 AREA CODE 513 229-2646 
JOE McLAUGHLIN 
DIRECTOR, GENERAL PUBLICITY 
DAYTON, Ohio, July 1, 1970 A method that makes it possible for a single 
industrial engineer to do the work of ten when developing time standards is 
described in a book published last week by the U~iversity of Dayton Press. 
Entitled "Work Measurement Sampling", the book explains the time-saving 
techniques developed by its author, Dr. Merle Schmid, professor of industrial 
engineering at U.D. 
Using the book as a text, Dr. Schmid demonstrated his system at a two-day 
seminar for industrial engineers at U.D. last week. Twenty-five engineers from 
Bendix Corporation divisions and plants in 11 states were in attendance, together 
with a representative from the Ford Motor Company. 
In essence, the system originated by Dr. Schmid uses a sampling technique, 
making it unnecessary for an industrial engineer to observe and record all the 
lengthy and detailed operations of a complete work program. 
"The traditional technique of collecting data of adequate accuracy and quantity 
is just not economically feaSible," Dr. Schmid said. "Work measurement sampling is 
a computerized statistical technique for economical development of work standards 
at an appreciably lower cost than conventional "time study" or "motion time measure-
ment methods." 
Although industrial engineering is usually associated with business and 
industry, Dr. Schmid's method has also been used in hospital work at the Cox Heart 
Institute , Kettering, Ohio, in establishing work standards for routine laboratory 
tests and nursing procedures. 
An additional purpose of the U.D.-Bendix seminar last week was to demonstrate 
to Bendix engineers the results of a pictorial study of the Schmid method made at 
the company's navigation instrument division at Teeterboro, N.J. The six month 
study, employing both slides and motion pictures, in effect "brings the Teeterboro 
operation to Dayton so that U.D. students can observe it in actual operation." 
The films and slides have been donated to the industrial engineering department at 
U.D. by Bendix, which also underwrote the cost of the six month study. 
In addition to his teaching and research duties at U.D., Dr. Schmid has served 
a s a consultant for a dozen organizations since joining the University faculty in 
1960, among them being General Motors, Battelle Memorial Institute, Westinghouse 
and United Aircraft. He spent three summers in India under the US/AID program of 
improvement of polytechnic education. 
Born in Aberdeen, Washington, Dr. Schmid is a graduate of the Universities 
of Washington and Arizona. He received his doctorate from the Illinois Institute 
of Technology. 
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